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Preface

Challenging Glasgelebrates its™edition in the beautiful city of Ghent, Belgiumftér successful conferences in
Delft and Lausanne, world class designers, engsneesearchers and industrial partners once agéeigto discuss
the advances in structural glass design and emyged his yearChallenging Glasss proud to be working with the
Springer journalGlass Structures & Engineerin@0 Papers submitted to the conference have balented for
publication in the journal's Challenging Glass spedssue following a separate, double-blind pemriew and
correction process.

The proceedings of this year’s event are publish#drently than before. All papers are publishégitdlly on USB-
stick provided to all conference participants, apasate files accessible through an index file wvgiperlinks.
Additionally, the papers not incorporatedGtass Structures & Engineeringre collected in one PDF proceedings
document. Furthermore, all papers are accessibbeigh the conference smart phone app. Althoughré taver
printed proceedings presents a certain tangiblétgudne conference organisers expect the cumégital format to
better meet the contemporary requirements of thiicfEants.

Together, the proceedings contain well over 80-pe@ewed papers, published by more than 200 asitfiom 17
different countries. They provide a profound staft¢he-art in structural glass design and engimgefThe papers are
divided over 11 subthemes, which address multipddedevels ranging from glass material strengthigd-end glass
applications in structures and facades. Moreovgreaiew of the 4 conference keynote presentatiomsovided,
sparking further inspiration and reflection.

Organising this conference and editing the confezgroceedings has once again been an agreeakigesxe. We
would like to acknowledge all authors for their tridoutions, all scientific committee members foeithvaluable
comments, our esteemed keynote speakers for tisgiiring presentations and of course all confergracticipants
for their interest in this event. We are gratetubur platinum sponsor Saint-Gobain, as well asgmld and silver
sponsors for making this event possible. In addljtwee would like to thank our hosting institutidhe Laboratory for
Research on Structural Models of Ghent Universityich has turned out notable research in the fiélstructural
glass for more than a decade, and thus belon@e toatural habitat a€hallenging Glass

We wish you an enjoyable conference and we trustwith encounter inspiring publications in theseggedings.

Jan Belis, Freek Bos & Christian Louter
Conference Organisers
June 2016
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